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l$eligrw of tISr $nrptfttt Jlanttly.

March 1869, Parb XI., p. 96 of the " Miscellanea Genealogica eb l{eraldica,"

ncrion was published of the Exemplification of Arms and Grant of Cresb to

Smithes of the Court of Wike in the Countie of Somerset, gent., dated

and in a foobnote ib was stated that the original exemplification was then in

ion of lrancis Smythies, E*q., of Colchester. This document' is sbill in

ion of the family, and an efforb has been made by Major Raymond Smybhies,

presenb representabive of the eldest branch, with the assisbance of the laie

George Marshall, York IIeraLl, to draw up a complebe pedigree of the Srnythies

ffi1y tro* the tirne of the above-menbionetl grant, and earlier, to the pl'esenb day.

ortunately, before the completion of the pedigree, Dr. Marshall d'ied, and

nk iu the chain of ancestry at t,he end of the sixteenth century siill remains

found. The link required is one connecting Rev. William Smythies, M.A.n

,of Walter-Belchamp, Essex, in 1623, with his elder coutemporary George

fu* the granbee above menbioned, Alderman and Sheriff of Lond.on. Dr-

was engagecl in making researches rvibh a view to establishing ihis link

iliness and lamented cleath put an end, for the time being, to the in'

ion of the matter.
letber rvribben in 1904 he says, " l[o doubb we shall geb the missing link

later.l' and in atrobher letter written aboub the same time, he $'ribes, " I

iink William the brobher of the Alderman is our man." This William was.

r brotlrer of bhe grantee, and is referred to in his father's will, dated 1584

por), as then under age. Since, however, George ihe elder broiher was at
'?1, 

it is probable thab trVilliam was not much under age, but even if we allow

i'flifference in the age of the brothers ttrere would still be arnple time for the"

to marry and become the father of \4?'illiam Smythies who was appoinbed,

,Belcharnp in 1623. Unfortunately the will of William, brother of the

;n catrnot be found, and t,hat of William, Vicar of Belchatnp, makes rlo

lf his parents, who were probably dead at the bime it, was made (1652).-

, however, that bhe fatirer of the Yicar of Belcharnp was nob William
the Alderman. He may have been the son of John, another and elder"

', or of 'l'homas,,John, or George of the Ubley branch of the family, or of'

{he sons of George of Wrington. In the absence of documentaty proof
for the preseub must, remain uncerbain, but it has been thoughb

not to delay any longer placing on recot'd the pedigree of the Smybhies

, which has been satisfacborily esiablished. frorn the present day to lYilliam
ies who rvas Yicar of Belcharnp in 1623, and irr addition to give thab earlier

whichis knorvn, bui which at presentrequires a connecting link to combine
t'he rest.

the grant the name is spelt Smithes, but the grantee in his will signs his name Smythe_s,
is th=e spelling evidently usually used at the time, though the name is often found speltI tne spetllng evroently usually useo at f,ne tlme, tnougn loe name rs orEen-rouno,spert
rt ways in tfe same document. From the time of William Smythies of Gosfields he
descehdarits, so far as is known, have themselves always spelt the family name

, though inprint ancl in early documents it is frequently misspelt.


