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possession of his de-scendants, shew bhat during the time lVilliam Smythies was at
Oripple-ga.te he graduaily acquired a property linown as tlre Whitehorise and lands
sttuated i1 the palish of Wibnesham, co. Suffolk, from his wi{'e's relations, bhe
Palmet's, t,he final d_eed -being a release to him of lhis property by Charles Paimerr.
his brother-in-law, daied 24*Sepiember 1698. 'lo ttris pr.op"erty he retired in hid
old age, and for three yeat's acted as Curate of \Yibnesham.

On 12 Novenrber L674,_as recorded in the regisber of St. Giles's, Cripplegale,
the poet John Milton was bnried in that church] aud Will iam Smythies, neing
theu Curate-iu-chalge, pl'esurnably pelformed or ab any rabe assisted" at the .ur."-
mony. Tolerant in his views anil clrariiable to all in disbress. he suff'ered much
abuse and caluntny himself t,hrough being kind to t,hose whose religious views were
different from his own. His enemies tiied to prove that he wa"s disloyal to the
i!r1on_e_,-because in one of his sermons he spoke with disappr.oval of e,the ?rince of
ihis World," and some sp_iteful people biought it to th^e ear of the l(ing thab he
was " an associaie with dissenters," in those days a serious accusabion, but he
managed io hold his own and to continue lris good"works.

^. {. u prea_cher_and reii$ious controversialisi he was well knorvn, and a pamphleb
of his entitled " The Benefit of Early Piety," addressed to the three yorrn[' sons of 

'

his friend Sir Nathaniel l{ern, f i i 'st priblished in 1G84, had in 
"t72i'r.eached

a fifteentl i edibion. He is described- on ihe tit le-page of this paml,rhleb as." Morning Lecturer at St Miclrael, Cornhii, frondon.n 
tWith 

Sir I i. I '-bstlange
(tt The Obset'r 'ator "), who seems to have made it his business to attrck the bishols
and prominenb clergy, he had a heatec.l conlLoversy, in the coulse of whictr he
ref'ers b.o his experielces belbre the Resborabion, and- says rvhen " I lrad hid rnyself '
in a private piace in tire Essex l lundlecis I was routed thence by one of Oliverls
Agents because rny _llam_g was then Malignant." (" Three Replies to the
Observatol," 1684; " The Benefil of Early Pieiy," 1684; i 'Advice to Apprenfices,"'
1687.; and- othel parnphlebs, Brit ish Museurn.)

The following entries occur in the Parish Register ab \\ritnesham :-
" 1715. The Revd M' W^ Smythies, many years Curate of St Giles Cripplegate,

in London,-and _three years Curate of this Paiisb, was buried in the Churciryaid a[
the Chanceli end. June 29."

'( 17L9. M" Hephzibah Smythies, Relict of the Reverend ilI. Smythies, late of
Cripplegate, btiried. Aged 84. M*y 12. She lies in the South 

-Wing 
of the

Chulch amongst her own Relation.* the Palmers, a tr 'amily of Good Sort, and
Slanding in this Parish tho norv reduced."

By his wil l Will iarn Srnythies left the Whiiehouse, JVitnesham, wibh all the
lands tirereunto belonging, to Hephzibah his wife " during her lifc and after her
decease to my grandson Palmer Smythies and to his heirs . . . . wil l ing him to pay
y_eal_ly i9 .y brobher-in-law Charles Palmer forty shillings . . . . nevertheless if il
shall so happen thai his tnother Thamar Srnyihies become a lvidorv then she tire said
Thamar shail after the deatir of my said ivife lrave tlre full rents, ebc., excepting
t h e f o r . t y s h i l 1 i r r s s . . . . S O l o n g a s s h e c o n t i n u e S a w i d o w . I g i v e
furnitufe_io n-ry-granddaughtel Hepirzibah Meaclows, desiring her to prdserve the
wroughb Bed for her Daugtrter Hephzibah, now a child. Also I give unto my wife
six spootts, f ive salts, one salver. one Ladle, one polringer. all si lver . . . . (anriuii ies.
here follow) . . . . unto eacir of my two great-giandcliildren James and Hephzibah
Meadows a silver tankat'd, and to their si"stel Sirah Meadows rny silver cofi'ee-pott
. ..._..unlo my glandson Thomas Smybhies of Colchester and to his heirs rny Coppy-
h o l d h o u s e . . . .  i v i n g i n  W i b t l e s h a m . . . . w i i h  a l l t h e c o p p y h o l d  l a n d s  a d j o i n i r i g
, . ... a]so I giv-e nnto"my son Peter Smythies and to his he'i iJ my Coppynold houG
bt.ly inhabited by Ctrarles Palmer, with all bhe coppyhtild Lands-. . . . lying in
Yfibtnesham . . . . als_o I give unto my grandchildr:eii Mary Smybhies, Dorolhy
Srnythies, and Sttsan Smythies of Colchestel each of ihem ten pouirds . . . . Lastly
lgive unto my dear friend M" Robert Goodwin, Rector of Liston in the County o1
E s s e x ,  T w e n t y  p o u n d s  a n d  d o . . . . a p p o i n b  h i m . . . .  e x e c u b o r .  D a t e d  g  j u l y
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